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New Ordinance Lets Dogs Run Free In
Mill Creek Canyon Every Other Day

Water Quality Concerns Not Fully

By Jack Wilbur
UtahWatershed Review Editor

July 1% was an Independence Day
of sortsin Mill Creek Canyonfor dog
owners. Itmarkedthefirst day since
last December, whentheU.S. Forest
Servicestarted enforcingtheformer
county dog ordinance, that dogshave
beenabletorunoff leashinthecanyon
east of Salt Lake City. Dogshad been
required to beon leash, based on both
along standing Salt L ake County
ordinanceandfederal regulationson
national forest, but theruleshad not
beenenforced. A recently passed Salt
L akeCounty ordinancethat allows
dogstorunfreeonodd-numbered
daysand be on leash on even days
officialy wentintoeffect at thefirst of
themonth.

But Utah Water shed Review has

learnedthat the Salt L ake County
Council didnot hear presentations
from Salt LakeCity water quality
expertsthat could haveeffectedthe
outcomeof thevote. Consequently,
thenew ordinancemay go contrary
toafederal Clean Water Act
standard.

Mill Creek Canyon, from
Wasatch Blvdtotheheadwaters, is
an* anti-degradation stream seg-
ment” asoutlinedintheClean
Water Act and Utah State Code
SectionR-317-212. Under the
statute, “ diffusesourcesof waste
shall becontrolled totheextent
feasbleby useof best management
practicesor regulations.”

“Encouraging peopletobring
dogsoff leashisnot abest manage-
ment practiceand putsthecanyon
atrisk,” said FlorenceReynolds,

Stateandfederd agriculture
officid saredoublingtheir effortsto
keep Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD) and other foreignanimal
diseasesout of Utah.

Asof mid June, morethan 4,000
casesof FMD had beenreportedin
Europe, theMiddleEast, and South
America

Citingtheimportanceof preventing
thespread of thehighly-contagious
livestock disease, Commissioner Cary
G. Peterson, Utah Department of
Agricultureand Food (UDAF),
announcedincreasedvigilanceand
actionunder therallyingcry of “An
ounceof PreventionisWorthaTon
of Cure.”

“The Stateof Utah andtheUnited

Stopping the Spread.

Ag. agencies increase efforts to stop
the spread of livestock disease

Statescannot affordtolet down
their guardfor oneday whenit
comestothiseconomically devas-
tatingdisease,” said Commissioner
Peterson.

Inearly May, Commissioner
Peterson and many employeesof
theUDAF metwithtopU.S.
Departmentof Agricultureofficias
and other Utah agency leadersto
expand strategiesto keep FM D and
other foreignanimal diseasesout of
Utah. TheUDAF will beworking
withtheUtah Department of Trans-
portation, Utah Department of
Health, Utah Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, andothers.

See "FMD" on page 2

Heard by Council
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This sign has been up since the Forest Service started enforcing the old County

ordinance in January. So far there is apparently no sign that indicates that dogs are

wel come off leash on odd-numbered days.

water quaity andtreatment adminis-
trator for Salt LakeCity. Reynolds
saidthat allowingdogstorunoff leash
isnot controllingwastetotheextent
feasble.

Leadinguptothedevel opmentand
approval of thenew ordinance, Salt
LakeCity Mayor Ross" Rocky”
Andersonletitbeknownthat he
wanted dogsto beabletoreturnto
thecanyonoff leash.

“Theword camedownfromthe
mayor that hewanted dogstoreturn
off leashtothe[Mill Creek] canyon,”
saidJuanArceL aretta, themayor’s
former environmenta programs
advisor. “ The[work] environment
[within Salt LakeCity government]
created aself-imposedgagorder...
He[Mayor Anderson] givesemploy-
eesareal senseof hesitancy...
Peopledon’ t speak their minds
aroundthemayor,” Arcel aretta
added. ArcelL arettawasfired shortly
after the Salt L ake County Council
approvedthenew ordinance. Heis

thelatestinaseriesof highprofileor
highlevel city employeestobeletgo
by theMayor inhisnearly twoyears
inoffice.

"The water quality aspect was
never fully discussed," said Carol
Majeski, recreationspecialist, Salt
LakeRanger District, U.S. Forest
Service.

Continued on page 3
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"FMD" continued
Thepreventionprogramisin
responsetothecurrent round of
FMD outbreaksthat startedin Great
Britainin February of 2001.
AccordingtoCommissioner
Peterson, thepotential hardshipsthat
would be created by an FMD
outbreakintheU.S. will far outweigh
theextrastepstakennow to prevent
theintroduction of thedisease. The
economiclosstoGreat Britainin
tourism al oneapproaches$400
millionaweek.
“Britainissufferingthroughtheloss
of livestock, travel restrictionsandthe
disruptionof commercebecauseof
FootandMouthDisease,” hesaid.

Bio Security

Commissioner Petersonisurging
all peoplevistingfarmsinUtahand
elsawheretofollow somesmple
decontamination procedures. While
theseproceduresarenow mandatory
for UDAFemployees, they are
recommendedfor everyonetravelling
fromfarmtofarm. Theprocedures
areasfollows:

v' Hosedl organicmateria
frombootsandvehicle.

v' Mixonetablet of Steramine
(disnfectant)inonegallonof waterin
a dishpan.

v" Thoroughly brushthedisin-
fectant over each boot surfacewhile
aternately standinginthedishpan.

v" Removethebootsand empty
thedisinfectant prior tostoringthe
bootsinthevehicleinsdethedish-
pan.

v' Removedisposablecoverdls
and/or disposablebootsand place
theminaplastic bag or dispose of
themonthepremise.

v' Washyour hands.

Whilesomepeoplemay think
theseproceduresto beextreme,
especialy sincefoot and mouth
diseaseisnot yetinthiscountry,
Commissioner Petersonmaintains
that many hog farmsand chicken
farmshaveused evenmoreaggres-
s vedecontamination proceduresfor
years.

Travelers Urged to
Follow Guidelines

TheUDAFisasourgingpeople
whovisit FM D infected countriesand
peoplewhoreceiveproductsor

livestock from FM D infected coun-
triestofollow afew basicguidelines,
whichinclude:

1. DonotvistfamsinFMD
infected countrieswithin 5 daysof
travel totheU.S.

2. Donotbringfood homefrom
FMD infected countries.

3. Donotmail/shipfoodhome
fromFM D infected countries.

4.  Whenreturningfroma
foreigncountry, accurately complete
theU.S. Customsquestionnaire.

5. Reportany knownfood/
livestock productsenteringtheU.S.
fromaFMD infected country.

6. Excudeinternationa vigtors
fromyour farmfor at least fivedays
aftertheirarriva intheU.S.

7. lIsolatenew livestock for 21-
30daysbeforeintroducingthemto
your herd.

8. Regularlyinspectlivestock
herdsfor signsof disease.

9. Reportany suspiciousanima
hedlthirregularitiestotheUtah
Department of Agricultureand Food
or USDA.

10. Reportany foodsmugglingto
the UDAF or tothe USDA (801)
538-7161.

Other Efforts

Effortsarea sounderway to better
ingpect livestock trucksentering and
leavingthestate, andtoimprove
customsinspections. Informationa
effortsareunderway to educate
internationd travelers, farmersand
agency officids.

“Wehaveathree-pronged ap-
proachtoour inspectionprogram,”
saidDr.Michael R. Marshall, state
veterinarian. “We' reonthefarm,
we' reat theprocessing plantsand
we reontheroad, making surethe
established practicesthat havekept
FMD out of theUSfor 72 years
remaninplace,” headded.

Backinthewater quality world,
industry groups, farmorgani zations
and government agenciesarereview-
ingtheir policiesrelatedtovisiting
farmsaspart of tours, informational
visitsandinspections.

Idaho Dairy Producers Meet
Nutrient Management Deadline

BOISE, Idaho - Theldaho State
Department of Agriculturetoday
announcedthat all but oneldaho
dairy producer completedand
submitted aNutrient Management
PlanpriortotheJuly 1deadline. The
lonedairy producer hasbeennotified
viacertifiedmail of thedepartment’s
intentto pull thefacility’ smilk permit.

The2000Idaholegidatureestab-
lished adeadlineof July 1, 2001, for
dl ldahodairymentosubmittheir
Nutrient Management Plans. The
plansestablishthecriteriafor theland

applicationof livestock wasteand
fertilizer onland owned and operated
by dairy farmers.

Theldaho State Department of
Agriculture, Soil Conservation
Commission, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, University of
Idaho, and privatecertified planners
assisteddairymenincompletingthe
Nutrient Management Plans. Dairy
industry leaderssupportedthe
conservation practicesestablished
under the plansand haveworked
diligently tocomply withthemandate.

President Signs Foot and Mouth Bill

President GeorgeW. Bushsigned
SenateBill S700intolaw inlateMay
requiring AgricultureSecretary
Venemantodraft aspecial reportto
Congressonthepreventionof Bovine
Spongiform Encephal opathy (BSE)
and Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD). Themeasurecallsfor a
preliminary reportto Congressthis
summer onanimal diseaseprevention
intheUnited Statesand abroad.

Congressrequestedthereportin
responseto recent concernsover the
twodiseasesandisasking Veneman
tolistany immediateaction Congress
shouldtakeincludingappropriations
orlegidation. A find, full reportwill
bedueinsix months. TheNational
Associationof State Departmentsof
Agricultureiscurrently leadinga

workinggroup, theAnimal Safe-
guardingReview, performingan
independent review of Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service's
(APHIS) Veterinary Services(VS).
Theworkinggroupinunder thelead
of theNASDA 'schair of theAnimal
and Plant IndustriesCommittee,
West VirginiaAgricultureCommis-
soner GusDouglas. Mississippi
AgricultureCommissioner Lester
Spell,D.V.M.,isservingasvice-
chair.

Theworking groupismadeup of
four subcommittees, whichwill report
theirfindingstoanoverdl review
panel. Thefour subcommitteesjust
submittedtheir findingsat theend of
Jdune.
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538-7098. Or write:

......................... Jack Wilbur

Review

Cary G. Peterson, Utah Commissioner of Agriculture and Food,
Don A. Ostler, director, Utah Division of Water Quality,
George Hopkin, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food,
Mike Reichert, Utah Division of Water Quality
Roy Gunnell, Utah Division of Water Quality

If youwouldliketorequest anadditional copy, makeacomment or
suggest astory or watershedfocusidea, pleasecall Jack Wilbur (801)

Utah Department of Agricultureand Food
350 North Redwood Road
Box 146500
SLC, UT 84114-6500
E-mall: jwilbur@dtate.ut.us
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"Mill continued

Creek”

Being able to enjoy nature with their dogsisimportant to many people. The couple
shown above took the time this day to clean up after their animals and pack out the
waste. Dog feces on trails has been as big an issue as manure in the water.

While water quality wasnot
prominently mentioned, ArceL aretta
saiditisbecausethe canyonisnot
currently used asadrinkingwater
source.

"l alwaysmadeit clear that if the
water isneededfor drinking at some
point that thedogswill havetogo,"”
saidArceL aretta.

But not everybody believesthat
ArcelL aretta'sactionswereawaysin
thebestinterest of thecanyon.

"Juan[ArceL aretta] wasout there
promoting hisown personal agenda,”
said Jeff Salt, anenvironmental
activistand Jordan River water
quality project coordinator for the
Great Salt LakeAudobon Society.
Saltsaidthat ArcelL arettawas
promoting hisowninterest andthat of
themayor's.

However, Mayor Andersonwas
nottheonly personinterestedin
returningthedogstoMill Creek
Canyon. A new grassrootsgroup
formedtolobby for an off leash
ordinance, FriendsInterestedinDogs
and Open Space (FIDOS) sprang up
nearly overnight and wasvery vocal
insupport of alowingdogstoreturn
tothecanyon off |eash.

AccordingtoKirsten Timmes,
FIDOSmember, FIDOS isinter-
ested making certaindogowners
takecareof thecanyon.

"Tome, peoplewhodon't cleanup
after their dogsarelikepeoplewho
drivedrunk," sald Timms."They're
bad citizensand they deserveto be
punished.”

But Timmsdoesn'tbelievethat all
dog ownersshould bepunishedfor

theactionsothers, sothe FIDOS
grouporganizedacleanupand
education campaignthat took place
onthefirst day of thenew ordinance.

However, Mg eski maintainsthat
theproblemsinthecanyonrelatedto
dogsarereal andthat they will likely
increasewiththenew ordinancein
place.

"Evenif half thepeoplepick up
fecesthere'sstill aproblem” Majeski
noted.

What about Water
Quality?

TheForest Servicehasalways
maintainedthat thereareat | east three
issuesrel ated todogsinthecanyon:

e Human safety
o Wildlifesafety
e Water quaity

Of thosethreeissues, water quality
seemsto bethe hardest impact to
determine,

"There'snodatal haveto show a
direct correlation betweendoguse
andwater quality impacts,” said Dave
Wham, environmental scientist, Utah
Divisionof Water Quality."Were
alwaysconcernedwithwater quality
impacts. | justdon't havethedata
oneway or another todetermine
whether dogsareimpactingwater
quaity."

AccordingtoWham, tota
coliforms, evenfecal coliformcounts
don'tdetermineasource."There'sall
sortsof dispersed useinthat canyon."
Without theright typesof testsit's
nearly impossibletodeterminewhich

warm blooded animal isrespon-
sible, headded.
Reynoldsagreedthat different
testsand different proceduresare
neededtodeterminethereal
impactsinMill Creek Canyon. Salt
LakeCity isnow conducting
samplinginthecounty'smajor
canyonson Sunday morning (after
heavy usage). Pathogentestingwill
alsobeexpanded. Total coliform,
fecal coliformand E-coli testswill
becomplemented by monthly
screeningsfor giardia,
cryptospoidium, and other bacteria.
Reynoldsbelievesthat timing of
samplingwill makeadifferencein
thetotal andfecal coliformcounts,
asthetimeof travel throughthese
mountai nstreamsisvery short.
Alongwithassigningcity employ-
eestomonitor onweekends,
Reynoldsisgetting hel pfrom
SkylineHigh School students.
StudentsinLarry Larsen's
environmental sciencesclassare
studyingwater quality inthecanyon.
They arefindingthat coliformcounts
roseastheweather warmed and
morepeopletook tothehills.
"Total coliformpeaksafter
weekends," said Jonathan Geurts,
17, astudentintheclass. Reynolds
ishopeful her department'snew
weekendtesting schedulewill shed
new light ontheissue, andas
student activitiessuggest, will more
closalyillustratetheimpactrecre-
ationd activitieshaveonthe
canyon'swater

totheproblem.

"Thedogsareaminor player. It's
the peoplethat arethemajor con-
tributor tothewater quality prob-
lems," said Terry Way, SaltLake
County EngineeringDivision.

ThoughWay wasreferringtoall
people, theForest Servicebelieves
that dog ownerstooarenot doing
everythingthey can. Accordingto
Majeski, thefecesbagsand disposa
stationsset up by the Forest Service
arenot used by all dog owners. She
said that dog ownersmay not always
be ableto seethefeces|eft by off
leashanimals.

Most of theimportant playersin
thisemotional dramaagreeonone
thing, thisissueisnot over. If thecity
ever decidesto usethecanyonasa
drinkingwater sourcetheordinance
probably would bechanged. If the
monitoring datacomesintoshow a
sgnificant probleminthecanyon
caused by dogsspecifically, evendog
ownersagreesomethingwill haveto
bedone.

Until then, thisisawater quality
story not based much on science.

"I think thewater quality inthe
canyonisgood," ssaidWham."The
waterisfine.”

qudity.

Whileshe
admitsthat cur-
rently thecoliform
countsinMill
Creek arenot that
muchhigheron
averagethanin
other nearby
canyonsthat do not
allowdogs,
Reynolds data
indicatesthat there
aretimeswhenthe
levelsof total
coliformandfeca
colifomare"too
numerousto
count,” or above
400.

Not everybody
isconvincedthat
thedogsarethe
maj or contributor

Mill Creek Canyon remains a popular spot for many reasons.
Itiscloseto Salt Lake City, it offers great hiking and
mountain biking trails and it offers picnicing close to the
water.

UtahWater shed Review
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l Learning About Our Water

Volunteer

EDITORsSNOTE:
Thisisafirstinaseriesof lessonsfrom
the Utah Sream Team volunteer water
quality monitoring.

Workingwithseverd partnering
agenciesandgroups, Utah State
University hasdevel oped acompre-
hensivevolunteer water quality
monitoring programfor schoolsand
volunteer groupsof all types.

Theingtructionmanual includes
backgroundinformation about
watershedsandwater quality and
specificinformation about themoni-
toring protocol sand proceduresfor
thephysica monitoring, chemical
testingandbiological monitoring.

Inthisissueof Utah Watershed
Reviewwewill look at the proce-
duresfor conductingthephosphorous
test, oneof thechemica monitoring
parameters.

TheHach phosphoroustest takes
about 15 minutesto perform.

Monitoring: Phosphorous Test

Step 2: Collect awater sample.

Step 3: Fill onetesttubewith
samplewater totheprescribedlevel.
Setthefilledtubeintheleft opening
of thecolor viewingwhes!.

Step 4: Fill thesquarebottletothe

20 ml mark with samplewater and
addthecontentsof the phosphorous
reagent packet.

Step 5: Swirl thebottlefor afew
secondsto mix thesample. Set the
bottledownandwait eight minutes.

Step 6: Fill thesecond test tube
withthemixturefromthesquare
bottleand placethetubeintotheright
openinginthecolor viewingwhesd!.

Step 7: Holdtheviewingwheel up
tothelight andlook throughthe
openingsinfront of eachtubewhile
rotating thecolor whedl. Whenthe
colorinthetwo openingsmatchtake

Two Wonderful Outdoor World (WOW) campers check nitrate and phosphorous level
from the Jordan River during a recent camp out in Jordan Park in Salt Lake City. The
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food conducted water quality experimentsin
seven of the 10 WOW camps. Most of the camps were held near the Jordan River and
included only chemical testing and testing some of the physical parameters such as

thenumber onthewhed anddivideit
by 50. That number indicatesthemg/|
of phosphorusinthewater. In Utah,

.O5insgtreamsandriversisanindica-

Step 1: Assemblethecolor

viewingwhed. tor of possiblepollution.

Hazardous Houshold
Waste Recycling and
Community Day Out

July 28, 2001

Hazardous Household Waste Drive

8:00 a.m. -- Noon
1530 S. West Temple, Salt Lake City
(801) 313-6734 www.slvhealth.org

Community Day Out
PeaceTrees Site
Noon -- 3:00 p.m.

1600 S 1200 W Salt Lake City

od Crafts a\\ (801) 468-0699
FO b_\r\g www.ufyi.org
C\\m Educational Displays

turbidity.

PeaceTrees 2001: Leadership,
Communication and Environment

For thefourthstraight year the
Utah Federationfor Y outhishosting
asummer camp, PeaceTrees, in Salt
LakeCity.

Started morethan adecadeago
by theEarthstewardsNetwork of
Washington State, PeaceTrees
projects/campshavebeenheldin
several statesintheU.S. and
throughout theworld.

Thissummer'sSalt LakeCity
project runsthelast half of July. The
40-60 participantsrangeinagefrom
14-20,including severad college-age
peer counsel orswho havepartici-
pated beforeand six youthfrom
Russawhowill takepartinthe
programfor thefirsttime.

Thecampawaysincludestraining
inenvironmenta best management
practices, communication,
multicultural success, conflictresolu-
tionandleadership, aongwith
severd environmental service
projects. Theenvironmental service
alwaysincludesplantingtreesand
streambank restoration. Thisyear

participantswill learnabout andinstall
solar lighting at the PeaceTreessite
alongtheJordanRiver at about 1600
S. 1200 W.

Oneof thefeatured eventsagain
thisyear isthe Community Day Out,
set for July 28, 2001 at the
PeaceTreessite. Crafts, environmen-
tal displaysand demonstrations, a
fishingamulation, aclimbingwall,
information about the4-H program,
"FreshfromtheHeart", foodand
prizeswill al bepart of theevent.

That morningahazardoushouse-
holdwasterecyclingdrivewill be
held by Salt Lake County, incon-
junctionwiththePeaceTreesvolun-
teers. Therecyclingdrivewill beheld
at 1530 S. West Templeinthe
parkinglot of theSalt LakeCity
PublicUtilitiesbuilding (seethe
announcement tothel eft).

BryceC. Larsen, solidwaste
reductionspecialist, SatLake
County, isencouragingloca residents
with afew itemstotakeadvantage
of thisfreeopportunity.

June/July 2001
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WOW Arrives in Utah, Brings
Camping to City Kids

Nearly 300 young peopleages 8-
12, most of themfromlow income
inner city families, gottotakepartthis
summer intheWonderful Outdoor
World (WOW) urban camping
programinitsfirstyearinUtah.

"For many of thesekidsit'stheir
firstcampingexperience,” said Troy
Bennett, WOW director and pro-
gramdirector for theUtah Federation
for Y outh."Wehavethecampsclose
tothecampers homesinneighbor-
hood parkstoreducetheir fears,
increasethefeding of community and
bemore accessibleto more of our
collaborating partners,” hesaid.

Duringthe22-hour, overnight
camp out, campersaretaught envi-
ronmental ethics, howtoset upand
tear down acampsite, how to cast a
fisningpole, howtoidentify birds, the
importanceof water quality, and how
to do camp crafts. Campsalso
includesanenvironmental restoration
project suchas treeplanting.

Young campers and adult volunteers have new experiences together, such as
singing songs around a newly planted tree.

WhiletheWalt Disney and
Coleman corporationsprovidethe
model for the campsand someof the
materials, eachWOW city hasto
securemuchof theirownfunding
and put together aself-sustaining
partnership. WhileorganizersinUtah
had successful modelsinLosAnge-
les, WashingtonD.C., Phoenix and
Denver todraw from, Utah'sWOW
programisdifferentinmany impor-
tantways.

"Wearethefirst city tohavea
nonprofitorganizationserveasthe
sponsoring group,” said Bennett.
"Weareasothefirst city tohavea
Maj or Corporate sponsor [ Snow-
bird]." Bennett saidtheU.S. Forest
Servicealsomadealargefinancia
contribution. Other organizationsand
agenciesmadesignificantin-kind
contributions. They includetheUtah
Society for Environmental Education,
Salt LakeCounty 4-H, theRecycling
Codlitionof Utah, TreeUtah, Great

Every camper gets to help plant a tree during WOW camps. Environmental ethics and
stewardship are imporant parts of the program.

Salt L ake A udobon, theCity of South
Salt Lake, theUtah Department of
Agricultureand Foodand
AmeriCorps(Nationa CivilianCom-
munity Corps.).
AccordingtoBennett, Salt Lake
City isalsothefirst WOW city touse
an AmeriCorpsteam. The1l member
team (Sx womenandfivemen)is
comprised of college-aged people
fromaroundthecountry who spend
10monthsproviding serviceand
earningmoney towardtheir education.
Theteam spent their last twomonths
inUtahworking onthe WOW
project. According toteam members
it wasachange of paceto be sud-
denly servingascamp counsel orsafter
monthsof environmental restoration
work, oftentimesinremotearess.
"Workingwiththeenvironmentis
wonderful. It makesyoufeel good
about doing something for theenvi-

ronment, butit'snot anythingtodo
withpeople,”" saidAliciaMc
Partland, AmericaCorpsRed 5team
leader.

"ComingtoUtahwasagreat
changefor us...We'reexcited about
workingherewithkids."

After holding nineregular camps
incity parksalongtheWasatch
Front, afina "Family WOW" was
hosted by Snowbird at theresort's
summer sportspark area. TheFamily
WOW invited back 10 campers
alongwiththeir familiestospenda
nightinthemountains. Snowbird
providedactivitiessuchasTramrides
andtheCliff Lodgeclimbingwall.

Camporgani zershopethat the
experiencewill helpat |east someof
theyoung peoplemakeheal thier
choicesasthey enter their teenyears.

UtahWater shed Review
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PacifiCorp Offers to Pay

Farmers Not

Northern Utahfarmers, who
struggleannually tomakeendsmeet
and hopetheir cropspay for them-
selves, haveanew offer to consider
thissummer. They canearnmoney
for savingwater by not growing
crops.

Whilethisisnotthefirsttime
Americanfarmershavebeenoffered
money not togrow crops, thisofferis
alittledifferent becauseit comes
fromaprivatecompany rather than
thegovernment. PacifiCorp, the
major el ectricpower supplierto
Utah, hasofferedto pay farmersfor
notirrigatingtheir cropsthissummer.
It' spart of anenergy savingspro-
gramintendedtohel pthecompany
keep ratesaslow aspossible.

Duringareporttoalegidative
interimcommitteeinlateMay that
focusesonnatural resources, agricul-
tureandtheenvironment, Robert
Lively, PacifiCorp’ sregulatory policy
manager saidthat theproposal is
designedtosolveatemporary
problem.

Theregion’ spower crunchwas
brought on by acombination of
circumstances, including deregulation
inCdifornia, inadequateconservation
andalack of rainthat |eft reservoirs
that produce hydroel ectric power
low and operating at | essthan peak
levels, accordingtoLively.

Asaresult PacifiCorpisexpecting
to pay morefor wholesalepower this
summer whendemandishigh.

Under PacifiCorp’ s“irrigation
curtailment” program, farmerswho
voluntarily sloptherrirrigationpumps
between Juneand September will
receiveals centsper-kilowatt-hour
payback for theentireirrigation
Season.

AccordingtoLively, about 300
farmersexpressedaninterestinthe
program. Thecompany expects
about 150 participants. That would
trand ateintoa5-megawatt reduction
that couldbedivertedto meetthe
summer demandel sewhere.

Too Little Too Late?

Theplan, approved by theUtah
Public ServiceCommissioninmid-
May, may havecometoolatefor
NorthernUtahfarmers. SteveBodily,
Lewiston, UT, isafarmer andthe
chair of theUtah FarmBureau’' s
I rrigation PumpersCommittee.

to Irrigate

Bodily saidthat thedecisionprobably
cametoolatefor most farmers.“We
want to be asefficient aswecan, for
our sake aswell asthe power com-
pany. Unfortunately, many farmers
haveplantedtheir cropsthisseason
andinvested heavily infertilizer, weed
control and other production costs
that could not befully recoupedif
they donotirrigate.”

Bodily saidthecommitteehas
carefully trackedthecurtailment
proposal over thelast twomonths,
tryinghardtofacilitatethebest
possibleoutcomefor bothirrigators
andthepower company. Thefinal
15-cent offer is5 centsabove
PacifiCorp’ sorigind offer, but,
consderingdl factors, istill 3.7
centsshy of theirrigation curtailment
offer recently approvedinldaho.

“Giventhelatenoticeintheseason
andthecompoundingvolatility of
energy prices, weexpect to at least
beon par with 1daho,” Bodily added.

However, theUtah FarmBureau
Federationdoessupport thedecision
of thosefarmerswhofeel that they
canaccept theoffer.

UtahCommissioner of Agriculture
and Food, Cary G. Peterson agrees.
“l encourageUtahfarmersand
rancherstolook intotheoffer and
consider whether itiseconomically
feasble”

Ripple Effect

StateRep. TomHatch, R-
Panguitch, isconcerned about the
rippleeffect thereductionin produc-
tionwouldhaveonother farmers.

“I buy hay,” saidHatch. “Now all
of asuddenif peoplearebeing paid
not to grow hay, therewill beajump
inthepricefor that commodity.”

“Haveyou consideredtheeffect on
rural communities?’ asked Rep.
Bradley Johnson, R-Aurora.

Lively admittedthat most of the
company’ sfocushasbeenonthe
impact totheir customersof not
passing onthehigh cost of thewhol e-
salepricesneededto supply eectric-
ity.

Whileit remainsto be seen how
effectivetheprogramwill bethisyear,
all partiesbelievethat thecurrent
energy crunchisatemporary prob-
lem.

North Salt Lake Offers
Education to Save Water

Water bills will tell

NorthSaltLakecity officialsare
hopingthat anintensivewater conser-
vationeducationefforttargetedata
small groupof city residentsresultsin
lesssummer water use.

Thecampaignhasincluded
classes, newd ettersand anew tiered
water-ratesystem. Forty homeswere
selectedtotakepartintheprogram.

“Thewater auditsof thecontrol
groupwill helpusseeif education
and on-siteanaysisdidmakea
difference,” said RonWood, NSL
publicworksdirector. City officials
arehopingthat thereduced con-
sumptionby thetarget groupwill
resultina“ reasonableuse” standard.
Wood hopestofind out what resi-
dentsinthetest group didto con-
servewater and passthat information
ontotherest of thecity’ spopul ation.

Thetest group attended awater
conservationworkshopinearly
spring, beforeoutsidewater use
usualy starts. Theworkshopwas
sponsored by thecity and Utah State
University. Thewell-attended classes
werefreefor residents. But the most
likely reason for thelargeturnout
wasthefact that thecity had just
raisedwater ratesandimplementeda
tiered ratesystem at theend of last

the tale

summer, said BarbaraMumford, city
council member.

“We'reawareaseveryoneelseis
inthestatethat if we' renot careful
wecouldruninto problemsthisyear
withthelow snowpack,” Mumford
said. “ Peopledon’ treally get con-
cerned about their personal
use...until they seetheir bill come.”

Last summer’ sextremeweather,
combinedwithanalready low water
supply, caused shortagesand con-
cerninmany communitiesincluding
North Salt Lake. Rateincreasesby
power companiesandwater suppli-
ers, aswell asaneed toimprovethe
water systeminthecity, prompted
leaderstoraisethecity’ sratesfor the
firsttimeinmany years.

Whenthey got their billsat theend
of last summer, many homeowners
balked at thenew rates, which charge
moreper gallonover acertain
amount of usage. Thecity responded
by offeringwater conservation
classes. City officialshopethat
education programscoupledwithan
ordinanceprohibitingoutsidewater-
ing duringthemiddleof theday will
help cut usagethissummer, whichis
againforecastedtobehotter and
direrthannormal.

NAS Makes Waves about
Polluted Water List

A National Academy of Sciences
reportisquestioning theaccuracy of
last year'sorder to statesby the
Clinton Administrationto cleanup
21,000 bodiesof water nationwide.

Accordingtoareportissued by an
eight-member panel in June, someof
theriversandlakesdatedfor cleanup
duetostormwater or agricultural
runoff may havebeenincorrectly
identified.

Thescientistsconcluded that many
of thewaterwaysweretargeted
without adequateinformation about
water quality or enoughscientific
review, whilestill other waterinneed
of protectionmay not havemadethe
lig.

Thereport urgesthat Environmen-
tal Protection Agency torevampthe
program, possi bly requiringnew
legidationfrom Congress, and
develop"amorescience-based

approach” todeterminewherestate
effortsshould beplaced.

Italsocriticizedtheprogram'suse
of abroad criterion -- one based on
whether awater body issuitablefor
swimmingor fishing-- todetermine
when asection of ariver or lakeisin
need of cleanup. Instead, different
areasshould beapprovedfor differ-
ent uses, thescientistssaid.

Together, thesechangeswould
reducethehugebacklogfacing states
of targeted bodiesof water under the
program, thepanel said.

Thepanel notedthat whilegood
effortshavebeenmadeat addressing
impactsfrombusinessandindustry,
nonpoint sources-- including nutri-
ents, bacteria, sediment, pesticides
and chemicalsfromlawnsandfarms-
- havebeenlargely overlooked.
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Announcing
the:
12" Annual
Utah Nonpoint Source Water Quality
Conference

September 25-27, 2001
Holiday Inn, St. George, Utah

About theConference:
"Jump Start Your Watershed" isthethemeof the2001 Utah NPSWater Quality Conferenceand watershedtraining.
Thisyear’ seventwill includeoneday of conferencesessions, atour and aDutch oven barbecuedinner that will takeup
much of thesecond day, and aday-and-a-half of Watershed Planning Training.

Conference Costs:
Sept 25™" Conference Sessions& Sept 26'"mor ning. Tour $85.00
Sept 26" Barbecue (evening) $15.00
Sept 26" afternoon & Sept 27" Training $25.00

Total $125.00
Additional Tour tickets(guests) $15.00

TheConferencewill include:
Twogenera sessionscovering nationa water quality issuesincluding animal feeding operationsand effortsto keep Foot
and Mouthdiseaseout of Utah. Two concurrent sessionsthat will include45-minute presentationsabout current local and
statewide NPSand watershed projectsandissues. Sessionsincludetopic such ascomposting, rangeimprovement,
riparianimprovement, monitoring, watershed planning, information and educationand other rel atedtopics.

TheTour willinclude:
Stopsat thenew Sand Hollow Reservoir and ariparian arearestoration project near the Town of Grafton.

About theBar becue:
Thebarbecuewill beheld Wednesday night, September 26th from 6:00- 8:00 p.m. Staheli Catering, of Washington,
Utah, will cater theDutchovendinner.

TheTrainingwill focuson:
Thewatershed planning process. Thetrai ning beginsWednesday afternoonfollowingthetour, adjournsintimefor the

barbecuethat night, and resumes T hursday morning, concluding mid-afternoon.

About theFood:
A full breakfast buffet will be provided Tuesday, and Wednesday and acontinental breakfast on Thursday for those
signed-upfor thetraining. Tuesday alunch at thehotel wherethe Governor’ sWater Quality Awardswill bepresented,
Wednesday abox lunch provided during thebustour, and Thursday lunchwill beservedfor training participants.

L ook for moreinformationonlineat www.ag.state.ut.us. Click onWater Quality then click on 2001 NPSConferenceupdate.

Thedetailed Confer enceRegistration Packet will besent outin August. For moreinformation: Call VirginiaSligting, (801)
538-7175.
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Wrestling With Runoff

Conservation Districts Want Emerging

Cities to Build Better Streets

Low impact design produces less storm water runoff
NEW 50" RIGHIT-OF-WAY

SERVICE UFP TO 25 RESIDEINCES
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A group of conservation-minded
partnersinCacheValley have
teameduptodesigna’better street.”
TheUtah Association of Conserva
tionDistricts(UACD), NorthLogan
City, theUtah Botanical Center and
Stantec Engineering havedevel oped
designsfor low-impact street to
better handlestormwater runoff
(Pleaseseeexamplestreet designs
aboveand on page 8).

Low impact streetsfeaturere-
duced pavement widthwithout
concrete.

"Thiswill reduceimpervious
surfacesand reducestormwater
runoff.,” said Gordon'Y ounker,
executivevicepresident, UACD.

"Onboth sidesof thestreet the
naturally landscapeswal esreducethe
speed of stormwater, filter urban-

bornecontaminantsandallowsmaller  The above graphic shows the amount of impervious surfaces
such as pavement and concrete currently in North Logan..

volumesof water intoirrigationcanal

sysems.”

Thestreet designhasal soshown
other benefitssuchasreduced
congtructioncosts, dower traffic
speeds and moreattractiveand
livableneighborhoods.

Usingthenew designs, North
Logan City andtheUtah Botanical
Center will buildtwostreetsto

i —— - -
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demongtrateamoreenvironmentally
friendly alternativetotraditiona street
designs.

Thedesignsandrelated generd
planamendment and standards
adoptedfor North Logan City are
availableat www.ci.north-logan.ut.us.

GordonY ounker, executivevice
president, Utah A ssociation of

Current Levels of Impervious
Cowver in North Logan Watersheds

I 3= "

Conservation Digtricts, will discuss
thistopicat thisyear'sUtah Nonpoint
SourceWater Quality conferenceat
the St. GeorgeHoliday Inn, Septem-
ber 25, 2001. For moreinformation
ontheconference, pleaseseethe
conferenceannouncement onpage?
of thispublication.

The below graphic shows a projection of how much of the city
will one day be covered by blacktop and concrete. This
represents a buildout scenerio.

NEW 60' RIGHT-OF-WAY
SERVICE 26 TO 75 RESIDENCES
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28% LESE ASFPHALT SURFACE
10-14% SETORMWATER RUNOFF REDUCTION
126% INCREATZE IN OREEN ZEPACE

: 4o
- ASPHALT

FY= - A ==




